DISCUSSION

1. The creation of a special TLD (.REG) is designed to serve as a short-term means of protection for established businesses against Trademark infringement. It will also provide ICANN and other international government bodies the opportunity to discuss and agree on reasoned and globally fair criteria that must be met by all applicants desiring to use the special TLD. In the long term, as the DSN system evolves into a category and location specific addressing system, the risk of trademark infringement becomes less and less likely. This is further explained in paragraph 4 and 5. 

2. The Creation of a body of  “category specific” TLD‘s is intended to serve 2 functions. First, it will open up more name space for newcomers to the Internet. And second, it initiates the transformation of the existing DNS into a “name / category / class / location identification system”. It should be noted however, that initially the chosen categories should not be so specific that they do not allow for a fair amount of diversity among businesses and organizations that may be listed under them. The reasons for this are explained in the 6-YEAR PLAN OUTLINE below.

3.  Enabling Search engine users to prioritize their searches by category specific TLD’s is a critical component to the viability of this concept. Essentially what it does is place all TLD on a level playing field. If a user were trying to find a well-known large company, he or she would likely prioritize the search by .REG. Or alternately, if trying to find a museum, prioritize by ”ARTS” (or whatever TLD best applies). In the short term, having a .COM /.NET /ORG gTLD versus a category specific TLD, may still provide certain advantages since they are the most widely recognized and used. But on the other hand, any start up company who selects a category specific TLD will have the advantage of a priority position with any searches prioritized under their chosen TLD. 

4. By excluding Domain addresses from the issue of trademark infringement, it places the focus of such claims squarely on the content of the website. And, since the new DNS system will include first category specific TLD’s, and then later class numbers and location numbers, it will be much easier for a court to determine if a party is attempting to infringe on another’s Trademark. Ideally, ICANN would publish guidelines for each category specific TLD to help people and companies select the proper TLD under which they should be listed. Also, regarding the issue of an individuals right to privacy and free speech, perhaps one category specific TLD could be made available only to individuals who desire to set up non-commercial websites. Whereas registrants under this TLD would not be required to provide a full public disclosure of their name, address and phone number, and would be afforded the broadest possible interpretation of free speech.  

5. A published plan outlining the DNS evolution process will allow everyone time to plan around it. And although some may enjoy the near term benefits of mnemonic domain names, it will be clear that steps must be taken to distinguish their company name from their domain address (unless their address is unique enough to be trademarked). This incentive is further reinforced by the special TLD (.REG), which presumably would be desirable for any organization wanting to present themselves as well established. However, as previously indicated, in order to make use of the .REG extension, one would need demonstrate their right to use a SLD (by means of a Registered Trademark). This requirement may also curtail the desire to use a generic word such as “sports”, or “shopping” as a business name.
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