Dear DNSO,

Please consider the following ideas relating to the addition of new gTLD, and more particularly to the objectives of the WG-C as detailed in their Interim Report Position Papers A-G, published on 10/23/99. http://www.dnso.org/dnso/notes/19991023.NCwgc-report.html#Position%20Paper%20B
Rather than address the varying viewpoints of each WG-C participant directly, all of whom express ideas with merit, I think the clearest way to convey my thoughts is to define first how I view the objective at hand, and then summarize the critical actions needed to accomplish them. And then finally to follow up with a detailed discussion and conclusion that supports my propositions.

                                                                   THE OBJECTIVE

To create a meaningful and stable evolution for the DNS that best resolves the conflicting interests of Trademark owners, Existing domain name owners, Future domain name owners, Commercial enterprises, Non-commercial enterprises, worldwide cultural differences, free speech rights, and individual privacy concerns.

                                      SUMMARY OF CRITICAL ACTIONS NEEDED

1. Create a special TLD (. REG for example), available for companies who have Registered Trademarks. The SLD name used in conjunction with the special TLD would generally be required to read exactly as their Registered Trademark Name. Except in the cases where a conflict exists between two parties with the same word mark, then an alternate SLD would be allowable.

2. Create a new body of  “category specific TLD’s”, and make them available to the public. And then after a few years, add “class identifiers” and “location identifiers” to domain addresses.

3. Encourage the evolution of Search Engines and Directories so users can prioritize their searches by TLD. And then in later years, also by class and location identifier.

4. Adopt the policy that an ownership, sale, or use of a domain name address that is lawfully acquired, does not in itself constitute an infringement of any trademark or intellectual property laws. And any claim of infringement must be based on the content of ones website and/or the conduct of its operators, and must be determined in a court of law.

5.  Outline and publish a plan that details how the DNS will evolve from its present ad hoc method of name assignment to a name / category / class/ location identification system over the next 6 years.

1

