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WHOIS Task Force Working Group 2:

Uniformity and Consistency


The Task Force survey results strongly indicate that uniformity of data elements and formats across as many TLDs as possible would be in the best interests of Internet users.  The Task Force agrees.  To the extent possible, a Whois query regarding a registration in any TLD should return the same data elements, presented in the same format.  However, for practical reasons, it is worth considering the situation of gTLDs and ccTLDs separately.


In the gTLD environment, registrars and registries are already required by contracts with ICANN to provide similar (although not identical) data elements across gTLDs.  However, this does not always occur in practice.  Here, more vigorous enforcement of existing obligations could help to resolve the problem.  For example, ICANN should take action against registrars that omit Whois data elements or present Whois data in irregular formats.  


Uniformity/consistency problems are less serious in gTLD registries using a “thick registry” model.  ICANN should encourage registries not now using this model to migrate toward it.  


With regard to ccTLDs, a few registries have signed agreements with ICANN obligating themselves to carry out future ICANN-adopted policies regarding Whois.
 ICANN should employ these contractual mechanisms to bring the Whois policies of these ccTLDs in closer alignment with the consensus policies now prevailing among the gTLDs, unless they are legally prevented from doing so by applicable mandatory provisions of local privacy law.   ICANN should continue to encourage ccTLDs to enter into such agreements and should take the steps necessary to incorporate Whois policies into the obligations assumed by ccTLDs upon entry into such agreements.   


Some large ccTLD registries that are not subject to these agreements have indicated a willingness to participate in a “voluntary program” with ICANN regarding Whois.
  ICANN should consider instituting such a program, using as an initial model the Whois provisions of the WIPO ccTLD Best Practices.
            


The Task Force also draws attention to the newly created IETF (Internet Engineering Task Force) Working Group on a proposed new protocol underlying the WHOIS service, called CRISP (Cross Registry Information Service Protocol).  The charter
 of this Working Group is to define a standard mechanism that can be used for finding authoritative information associated with a label, a protocol to transport queries and responses for accessing that information, and a first profile (schema & queries) to support commonly-required queries for domain registration information.  This proposed new protocol does not concern itself with backwards compatibility with the current WHOIS protocol.  At this point, since participation in the CRISP Working Group is open and free to all, the Task Force recommends appropriate Task Force members to join
 this group.
� See, e.g., � HYPERLINK "http://www.icann.org/cctlds/jp/sponsorship-agmt-27feb02.htm" ��http://www.icann.org/cctlds/jp/sponsorship-agmt-27feb02.htm�. 


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.centr.org/news/CENTR-ICANN-statement.html" ��http://www.centr.org/news/CENTR-ICANN-statement.html�. 


� see � HYPERLINK "http://ecommerce.wipo.int/domains/cctlds/bestpractices/bestpractices.pdf" ��http://ecommerce.wipo.int/domains/cctlds/bestpractices/bestpractices.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ietf.org/html.charters/crisp-charter.html" ��http://www.ietf.org/html.charters/crisp-charter.html� 


� To Subscribe: ietf-not43-request@lists.verisignlabs.com





